
MINORITY/WOMEN BUSINESS ENTERPRISE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

Minutes for September 8, 2021
Orange County Administration Building
 Board of County Chambers – First Floor
201 South Rosalind
Orlando, FL 32801

Present:
Voting Members:  Maurice Pearson, Dionna Little-Jones, Jo K. Newell and Raymond Ramos.
Present:
BDD Staff:   Sheena Ferguson and Sharon White.
Virtually:
BDD Staff:
Angela Brown, Princess Poke-Clarke, Solange Dal Santo, Sheena Jackson, Patrice McKay, VaSantha Raysor and Kesi Warren.

Present:
County Attorney’s Office:  Cristina Berrios, Assistant County Attorney 
I. Call to order:
A quorum was established.  Maurice Pearson, chairperson called the meeting to order at 8:32 a.m.
II. Public Comments:  The floor was open for public comments.  There were no public comments.
III. Review and Approval of July 2021 Meeting Minutes:  Members reviewed the minutes of the July 14, 2021 meeting.  Raymond Ramos motioned to approve the July 2021 minutes as reviewed.  Dionna Little-Jones seconds the motion.  The motion carried.
IV. Review and Approval of July and August 2021 Monthly Reports:  Sheena Ferguson provided a detailed review of the July and August 2021 Monthly Reports. 
Sheena explained that a Good Faith Effort Open Forum is being held monthly instead of the individual debriefing meetings that were previously held with firms.  The forum will cause the Technical Assistance participation numbers to decrease for the month. 
Members were also informed that in the Construction Section which is managed by Princess Poke-Clarke, only the contracts that have been awarded during each month are included in the report.

Beginning August 2021, the monthly Certification and How To Do Business Workshops are being held in compliance with social distancing recommendations at the National Entrepreneur Center.
Raymond Ramos motioned to approve the July and August 2021 Monthly Reports as presented.  Jo K. Newell seconds the motion.  The motion carried.
V. Old Business:  The consultant is continuing the interviews with M/WBE.  Members were directed to orangecountydisparitystudy.com for a comprehensive review of all disparity study sessions and information regarding upcoming sessions.  Members were encouraged to participate and provide suggestions for the disparity study.
VI. New Business:  Members were requested to provide feedback, observations and suggestions regarding the M/WBE program.  This information will be provided to the consultant to include in the disparity study.  
B2GNow system is being implemented to provide additional program data, participation and dollar amounts of contract awards and year-to-date.  

Maurice Pearson suggested that members look at the disparity study website so that ideas, recommendations and suggestions can be provided at the next meeting.

Raymond Ramos questioned if the disparity study was quantitative or qualitative.  Cristina Berrios stated that it was both quantitative and qualitative.  Legally it has to be quantitative more than qualitative being that the study has to prove a need for Orange County’s M/WBE program and the need has to be based on evidence that there is historical discrimination against certain sub-groups that are being targeted for the program, the certain protected classes.  Otherwise we can’t separate by race in government and the only way to have a race-based program is if we have this compelling interest in addressing and remedying this historical harm against minority populations.  So, the courts have said that there needs to be that substantial quantitative analysis being done to show that we have met that compelling interest.  Quantitative and anecdotal evidence also goes into that consideration as well.
Dionna Little-Jones questioned if the disparity study consultant would be available to attend an M/WBE Advisory Committee meeting to present information regarding the study.  Sheena informed that the consultant stated they are available on Wednesdays if needed.  Two meetings with the consultant were cancelled due to all committee members not being available.  The committee would need to gather their suggestions and feedback and confirm availability before the meeting will be scheduled.  Once a definitive date is established the meeting will be scheduled.
VII. Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 a.m.
Next meeting will convene on October 13, 2021 at 8:30 a.m.
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